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RE. 's Report

Well, thisisit. The last issue of “Redling” for my
tenure. | need to thank all those folks who did so
much to help this bumbling idiot. First, with the
most thankless job, is Dave Y oder as solo chair.
Dave, thank you for improving the organization of
Solo Events. Since you have so naively agreed to
continue in this position for the new administration
I’m sure you will make it perfect for 2000. Second
is Wayne Henry, R.E. elect for 2000. Wayne, thank
you for helping me recover from my administrative
faux pas. Thanks to Wayne, we have been able to
keep our charter alive with the State of Tennessee
[lawyers are good for something].

A specia thanks to Sandy and Larry Hunt, not
just from me but also al the club members. You
two have worked the hardest for all the membership
in getting out a newdletter each month. In addition,
Larry has managed our finances and kept up with
Solo scoring. They have done this in addition to
maintaining an aready full business and family life.
Whatever pills you guys are taking- | want some.

Finally, Thank You to al those who have
contributed articles to the “redline.” Thank you to
the board members, we did not have a meeting all
year when we did not have a quorum present [I
guess they didn’t trust me]. Thanks to the members
who showed up early and stayed late to get the
chores done at our autocrosses. And Thank You to
Debbie Henry - who listened to ten people talking at
the same time and still managed to get the minutes
of the meetings correct. Also, Debbie and Wayne
are the glue which holds our clubs claim to fame -
The Dogwood -together. Thank you to our
professional scorers, whose significant others drag
them to our Solo events and volunteer them to work
until their fingers and ears bleed. | hear this even
happens at out of town events.

Looking forward to next year, we are attempting
to improve the quality of Solo events. We have
some ambitious projects planed, which are going to

require a concerted effort from the membership.
When someone asks for your help, step up and give
back to the club we all enjoy. Better yet be a
volunteer. If your blood is turning orange, contact

myself or Dave Y oder. We will give you atitle.
In closing, | wish all members and their families

ajoyous holiday season and a happy new year. May
your next century be even better than this one and
may you finish “first” in al your endeavors [unless
you are competing in CPJ.

Correction to the October Redline;

The article entitled “Fun in the Sun or Rain,”
covering the Solo Il Atlanta Region was incorrectly
credited to my better half In fact, this article was
written by HotShoe Michael Hampton with
collaboration from his creator and life’' s instruction
Paula Bell. Great job Michael, both on paper and on
the track. This screw-up should teach you to use
email and not to depend on these old feeble minds.
Thanks

Ron
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Merry Christmas

Happy New Year
I

L

{

Note: There will be no Redline in December or
January. Next publication will be February, 2000

Happy Thanksgiving




Valvoline Runoffs —

During Valvoline Runoffs week this year at the
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course | came to a sudden
realization. | was gitting in the Goodyear media
tower watching qualifying on Thursday and it hit
me that 1 had been attending this annual event for
amost three decades. 1 first attended (actually
worked flat-tow) at Road Atlanta in the early 70's
when | lived in Atlanta. After moving to Knoxville
in the mid-70’s, the trip back to the Runoffs at
Road Atlanta was an almost annual outing for me.
That continued through the 80's and into the early
90's. After missing the event in 1994, the first year
at Mid-Ohio, | have attended all five events at that
venue since then. This realization was satisfying in
one way (I have really enjoyed each and every
Runoff) and a little “scary” in another way to
realize that I’'m one of the “old-timers,” athough |
don’t feel that “old-timerish.”

What's the attraction of the Runoffs? The
Runoffs present three days of the most varied,
intense, and entertaining series of amateur (club)
races that one can see and experience anywhere in
this country, and probably anywhere on this planet.
Currently twenty-four 19 lap (over 2.4 miles per
lap) races are run, each race for a different class of
race car. The categories of cars are varied, from
Showroom Stock (2 classes) to Production (4
classes) to GT (5 classes) to Formula (6 classes) to
Sports Racer (3 classes) to Spec Racer (1 class) to
Sedan (1 class) and to Touring (2 classes)
Whatever type of race car you might like, from
open wheel to full-bodied and from stock to highly
modified, iS there and competing. Theracing is
tremendous, but the bonus for those attending the
Runoffs is the opportunity to go early (before the
three race days) and mix and mingle (and maybe
provide a little assistance to those from your region)
with the racers in the paddock areas. This allows
one to meet the best amateur racers from all over
the country, many of whom become friends over
time. Part of the attraction of going back is seeing
old friends again.

The Eastern Tennessee Region participation this
year in the Runoffs was well-chronicled by Lee
Graser in the October Redline, so I'll just
summarize the Region’s success and then give a
brief set of facts about the event. Mark Irwin
quaified very well in F Production in his Bertone

X1/9 but got into atire wall early in the race and
then showed his true grit as a racer by continuing,
passing some cars, and finishing the race in a
wounded car. Gary Johnson, very busy
preparing/maintaining four cars, his F Production
Midget, histeam's’GT-1 Mustang and two customer
F Production Midgets, qualified both of his cars
thirteenth and finished sixth in the Midget and
eighth in the GT-1, two good drives. AsLee
pointed out, Stacy Wilson drove his GT-3 from a
seventh place start to a second place podium finish,
another good drive. In addition, Bill Reid, who
lives in Knoxville but races out of the Atlanta
Region, finished second in GT-2 in his Toyota
Celica. | have followed and supported Bill in the
Runoffs for along time, and | still consider him one
of ours.

Let me wind up this 1999 Runoff report with a
brief set of interesting (to me, anyway) facts about
the Runoffs. The 1999 event was the 36th annual
SCCA National Championship for road racing, the
first being at the old Riverside Internationa
Raceway in Cdiforniain 1964. Over these 36 years
the first six events were held on an aternating year
basis at Riverside and at Daytona. Beginning in
1970 and for 24 years total Road Atlanta was the
gite for the event. It has been held at Mid-Ohio for
the past six years, beginning in 1994. The
agreement between SCCA Club Racing and the
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course to hold the event at
Mid-Ohio was just extended through at least 2002.
Car and Driver magazine has ranked the Valvoline
Runoffs as one of the Top Ten racing events in
motorsports. Not only were there over 600 drivers
from 41 states, plus Canada, competing at the
Runoffs, but the event also brought over 600
workers from across the United States and Canada.
Workers were from 37 states, from Canada, and
from 60 different SCCA regions. And finaly, this
year's oldest competitor was Columbus, Ohio’s Dan
Carmichael at 80 years old racing in the Formula
Atlantic class, which incidentally is the fastest of
the 24 classes. Dan is no “stroker” as he won and
was National Champion in Formula Atlantic in
1995 (at age 76) after two previous championships,
1969 and 1970, in C Sports Racer. So, you're never
too old to race. See you at the Runoffs!

Bill Christenberry

|
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FTD - Lee Kent, Index - Matt Brumwell

Event #12, Oak Ridge Mall
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Redline Editor
1290 Clarke Road
Lenoir City, TN 37771

Happy Holidays




